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JEREMIAH; XXXII 18. 


8 The great, the mighty God, the © 
Lorp of Hosrs is his Name. 


CO 


TT is a great recommendation of the Scriptures, 
that no book, which hath not derived its 
sentiments and language from them, affords 
such sublime and exalted views of the divine 
nature and perfections, as they furnich, The 
genius of poetry, in the writers of Greece, doth 
not rise to strains equal to those of the prophets 
of Judea. Nor do the conceptions of pagan 
philosophy lead to such just and worthy notions 
of the power and supremacy of the almighty 
Creator, as the seers of Israel dictate; which 
B * were. 


ED 


were obvious to their thoughts and familiar to 
their pens. 

Of the truth of this observation the words of 
the text are, among many other passages, a 
striking instance. They are those of Jeremiah, 
who had been cast into prison, and form part of 
a prayer, in which, under the afflictive circum- 
stances of himself and his country, he poured 
out, in a devotional address to Jehovah, the sen- 
timents of adoration and trust, acknowledging 
his supreme providence and referring every thing 

to him. Ah, Lord God, behold thou hast 
made the heavens and the earth, by thy great 
* power and stretched out arm, and there is 
* nothing too hard for Thee: Thou shewest 


. © loving-kindness to thousands, and recompensest 


te the iniquities of the fathers into the bosom of 
their children after them: the great, the 
7 miglity God, the Lord of Hosrs is his 
The last clause 1s to be the subject of my pre- 
sent discourse. It is a magnificent idea which 
this language giveth us of God: The Lon 
«© of Hosts is his Name.” I would explain the 
meaning and design of it, and then dwell on 
some useful and important reflections, which it 
suggests. 5 
The Lon of Hosts is his Name.” What 
is the meaning of this Term? What is the design 
1 of 


C03 
of describing the Almighty under this Title? 
It often occurs in the Old Testament, especially 
in the prophets and. the Psalms ; because these 
are compositions which more particularly relate 
to the Deity: the former exhibit representations 
and predictions of his designs towards the Israel - 
ites and the nations of the earth; and the latter 
breathe the sentiments of adoration and piety. 

The English word, Host, corresponds to three 
different words in the Hebrew. TwO“ of which 
appear to signify camps, or bodies of men 
equipped for the field and disposed in military 
order. The third word, f which is used in the 
text, viz. Sabaoth, and is the only term of the 
three connected with the name of God and used 
as expressive of his character, seldom signifieth 
military bodies of men, and is of wide and ex- 
tensive import. It cometh from a word which 
means, to assemble in orderly ranks: and so far 
from principally denoting or being confined to 
armed forces, or a multitude of men destined for 
war, it includes and chiefly s1gnifieth the heavenly 
bodies ; the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars. 

This is the application of it, when it is said in 
Genesis, the heavens and the earth were 
finished, and all the Host of them :” when the 
little horn in the vision of Daniel is said to 


* para, and . + Her. Gen. fl. 1. 
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„wax great towards the Host of heaven: 
when the Israelites are warned, lest, lifting up 
their eyes to heaven, and seeing the Sun and 
_ f©the Moon and the Stars and all the Host of 
ff heaven, - they shauld be driven to worship 
them: when, in the prophets, divine judg- 
ments are threatened against those who:** worship 
. ** the Host of heaven :” when God is said to 
bave made all the Host of heaven by the word 
** of his mouth,” and to bring them out by 
„number.“ In all these places, the word 
particularly and expressly refers to the bodies of 
light, Which shine above us, adorning the hea- 
yens, moving according to order, and preserving 
the revolutions. which the divine will hath 
assigned them. att. £25 

The word, translated Host, in our text doth, 
indeed, in one place,“ describe all the tribes of 
Israel led out of Egypt, and, in another place, 
the armies of that people. But this is an unusual 
application of it. When it, is connected with 
the great name, Jehovah, there are frequently, 
though not always, circumstances which direct 
us to consider it as descriptive of his dominion 
nat only over some particular bodies of men, but 
through all the space of the heavens, and over 


Dan. iv. 10. Deut. iv. 19.“ Jer. xix. 13. Ze- 
phan. i. 5.“ Psl. xxxiii. 6 Isai. xl. 26,——” Exod. xii, 
11.— Psl. cvüi. 11. 
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those bodies which move above us, attracting 
our wonder by their number and regularity, and 
our eyes by their brightness and splendor. 
The title, the Lord of Hosts, evidently de- 
notes and expresses the universal, controuling 
influence of Jehovah, his authority over man- 
kind of all ranks and conditions; when he 
threatens, by the prophet Isaiah, vengeance on 
his enemies, on rebellious princes, . or the proud 
and lofty, confirming his denunciations with this 
solemn proclamation of his name and character: 
Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the mighty one 
** of Israel. In the prayer of Hezekiah, the 
title 1s applied to him, in the contemplation 
of him, as © God alone of all the kingdoms 
of the earth,” and as the Being who 
“made the heavens and the earth.” e When 
Jehovah addresseth himself to the Israelites un- 
der this style, as their Redeemer the Lord of 
Hosts, he expatiates on the name, as descrip- 
tive of his eternal supremacy: I am the First 
„and I am the Last, and besides me there is no 
* God.”** No passage, in this view, is more 
pointed than that of our text. It is in medita- 
tions on God, as having *© made the heavens 
and the earth by his great power and stretched 


** out arm, to whom nothing was too hard ; as 
© » 


9 ch, i. 24; ü. 12, 0 ch, xxxvii. 16. 11 ch, xliv. 6. 
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** Showing loving kindness unto thousands, and 
** recompensing the iniquities of the fathers into 
the bosom of the children after them; as great 
in counsel and mighty in work; as having set 
e signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, in 
Israel and amongst other men, and having 
made him a name. It is in the contemplation 
of God, under these elevated views, that tile 
prophet saith, the mighty God, the Lorp of 
Hosts is his name: intimating, rather de- 
claring, that to Him belongeth this title as 
Sovereign of all Beings; as possessing an uni- 
versal dominion. In the same light is the title 
placed in the preceding chapter; v. 35. In a 
sublime description of God's controul and influ- 
ence over the revolutions of time and the em- 
motions of the Sea, it is declared: Thus saith 
the Lord, which giveth the Sun for a light by 
day, and the ordinances of the Moon and Stars 
* for a light by night: which divideth the Sea, 
«© when the waves thereof roar; the Lorp of 
Hosts is his name.” To refer to one place 
more, where this title occurs in a connection 
which explains its import, Jeremiah comparing 
the God, the almighty Jehovah, of the Jews, to 
the idols of the Heathens, which he describes as 
* vanity, the work of errors,” he adds, „the 
portion of Jacob is not like them: for he is 
the former of all things, and Israel is the rod 
| 5 | « of 
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* of his inheritance: the Lorp of Hosrs is his 
„name. A name, which thus * 
dignity and magnificence. 

It also carrieth with it awe and terror, aud 
ce jt is an observation of the Hebrews, that when 
God doth mercy to the world, He is called 
« Jehovah ; but, when he warreth against the 
« wicked, He is called Sabaoth, Lorpof Hosts.“ “ 
It is, therefore, often introduced both with a 
view to inspire the Israelites with confidence in 
the promises of Jehovah, because it expressed his 
power to fulfil them; and to strike terror into 
the hearts of the wicked, The awful denuncia- 
tion against those who worshipped God irreve- 
rently and deceitfully, is this: For I am a 
„great King, saith Jehovah, Gop of Hosrs : 
* and my name shall be had in reverence 
„amongst the nations. * This high name is 
due to the Being, who created universal nature, 
and can arm the creation to execute his will. 
To him, who is the absolute Lord of the Universe, 
is the name due. It is his prerogative. It is his 
glory. It is his distinguishing character and 
exalteth his name above every name. The 

Ist. Remark, which offers from this subject, 
is, That this name of God hath been greatly 
mistaken and abused. The title, which is of 


1* ch. li. 19. Bxxsox on James, v. 4. Mal. i. 14. 


such 
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uch extensive and high import; the title, which 
implieth a dominion. over all the nations of men 
and all ranks of Being ; the title, which includes 
in it the sovereignty of heaven as well as of all 
nations of the earth, and which* particularly re- 
fers to the power that formed and to the provi- 
dence that governs, the Sun and Moon and Stars 
und all the heavenly bodies, this glorious name 
hath been understood to mean chiefly, if not 
only, a presiding mtluence, a dominion over the 
military forces of particular nations. It hath 
been asked by a christian Preacher, Of the 
* whole series of incidents that chequer this 
** stage of mortal life, what more momentous, 
* or more capable of arresting God's especial 
regard, than that of armies arrayed in battle, 
* nations engaged in conflict with each other? 
& In Fact,” it hath been said, why 1s the Al- 
© mighty stiled in Scripture, with peculiar ener- 
« oy, the God of armies or battles, if not to 
4 intimate, that He favours these hosts with a 
« peculiar care; that He honours these battles 
« with a special presence; like that, perhaps, 
& which is ascribed to Him in his sanctuary ?”* 

What is this, but to judge of the Most High 
according to the passions of our minds; accord- 


Dr. Gardiner's Sermon on “ the Duties of a Soldier,” at 
the Consecration of the Colours of the Somerset Light Dragoons, 
on the 6th of August, 1794, in Taunton: page 12, 14. 
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1 
ing to the sentiments that revenge and ambition 
and the love of conquest dictate? What is this, 
but, really though not intentionally, ** to degrade 
*« the God of Israel to a level with the heathen 
© God of War, whose peculiar province it was to 
© preside over battles?” * Is not this, though 
far from the design of the Preachef, under the 


notion of appealing to his providence, to disho- 


nour before men the supreme eternal Jehovah ? 
Is it not to give a partial view of his sovereignty 
and to sink the glory of his name? Thus men 
are led to conceive, that in the title of the 
„ Lonp of Hosts“ there is a sanction to political 
zchemes of hostility and blood-shed. _ 
Voltaire, the celebrated wit of France, has 
availed himself of this gross misapprehension of 
the name .** Lord of Hosts” to point his arrows 
against divine revelation. © All men,” says he, 
* have worshipped the God, Mars. Sabaoth 
© among the Jews signifies the God of armies; 
„ but Minerva, in Homer, calls Mars a furious, 
*© mad, infernal deity.” The insinuation, con- 
veyed under this remark, is; that the God of 


See Farmer © on Miracles,” p. 338, note. 


+ © Tous les hommes ont adore le Dieu Mars: Sabaoth, chez 
les Juifs, signifie le Dieu des Armes: mais Minerve, chez 
Homere, appelle Mars un Dieu furieux, infense, inſernal.— 
Dictionnaire Ph ilosophique. Guerre. P. 198, 
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the Jews was also such a Being. We reject the 
insinuation as at once profane and false. But it 
was not Voltaire's disposition, especially when 
religion was concerned, to state things fairly, or 
to investigate matters with care and impartiality. 

Truth and candor are continually sacrificed by 
him to gratify his inveterate enmity to revelation. 

In the point before us we have an instance of 
this. He might have known, He ought to have 
known, that the title which, with the most igno- 


rant, he misrepresents and perverts, imports that 


"Jehovah is the God, or Lord of Hosts, or 
_ armies, as He is the creator and supreme go- 
«© yernor of all beings in heaven and earth : and 
% disposeth and ruleth them all in their several 
, orders and stations; the Almeghty, universal 
cc Lord. * * 

This universal sovereignty will, it is true, 
comprehend in it a controul over all bodies of 
men, whether united in the prosecution of the 
arts of peace, or drawn up in military array. It 
will include his providence, as the God of the 
* armies of Israel, “the people whom he had 
taken under his peculiar care aud jurisdiction. 
It includes his power to muster the host for the 
battle, to enroll the strong ones of the earth as 


* Bp. Lowth on Isaiah ; and Farmer vn Mira, a befor, | 


2% i. Sam, xxii, 45. 


his 
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his warriors, and to gather together the kingdoms 
and the nations to execute his anger; as in the 
destruction of Babylon. s And it will include, 
in the vast prerogatives to which it extends, his 
agency in ** making wars to cease, in breaking 
the bow and cutting the spear asunder, and 
“ burning the chariot in fire.” But these acts 
are only parts and instances of that Providence, 
to which the Monarch of the whole universe is, 
of course, equal; to which it will reach, while it 
also condescends to watch ** the fall of a sparrow 
and to number the hairs of our heads.” | 


Far are such views of the nature and extent of 


his influence and dominion from encouraging us 
to look up to Him, as the patron of war; as the 
Being whom we may enlist, by sacrifices and 


fasts, in support of the wild, desolating schemes 


of ambition and conquest. War is a great evil: 


the source of incalculable miseries. It is conso- 


lation to reflect, that, like other evils, it is under 
the controul of the supreme Lord of heaven and 
earth: and will be overruled, by his commanding 
influence, to good. But it is not from his delight 
in it, nor from his agency in it, that the Almighty 
derives his name, the Lorp of Hosts.“ This 
title proceeded from his being the Creator and 


25 Isaiah xiii, 4, 6. 
C2 | Sove- 
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Soverei gn of all thin gs in heaven and earth. 1 
observe | 

, 2dly. That it was a title peculiarly proper to 
Him, 'as the God of the Jews, the only living 
and true God. It is a title, which frequently 
occurs in the books of the Old Testament. It 
is there interwoven with the language of devo- 
tion. It is the name, which giveth confirmation 
to the confidence, that the word of prophecy i in- 
pired: and it characterises, in the details of 
history, the providence of Jehovah. It was a 
name of peculiar propriety and dignity under 
the mosaic dispensation. By the frequent use of 
it was held up to the attention of the Israelites a 
truth lost in the world around them and contra- 
dicted by its religious practices. 

The first deviation from the worship of the oue 
true God, seems to have been the worship of 
heaven and the heavenly bodies the Sun, Moon 
and Stars. This kind of idolatry soon spread 
among the nations. The only Gods amongst 
the first inhabitants of Greece, were the Sun, 
the Moon, the Stars and IIeavens.“ This Re- 
ligion had the name Sabzism given to it, and the 
professors of it were called Sabeans, from the 
Arabic Saba, which signifies a Host or Army, 


Leland's Advantage and Necessity of the Christian Revela- 
tion,, vol. 1, p. 88, 89, 92, Svo. edit. 


because 


4 


because they worshipped the whole Host of hea» 
ven. It was the most antient in thie world after 
that of Adam and the Patriarchs. We find Job, 
who was probabiy before Moses, vindicating 
himself from it. If I beheld,” says he, the 
Sun, when it shined, or the Moon walking in 
brightness, and my heart hath been secretly 
* enticed, or my mouth kissed my hand,” which 
was the antient way of paying worship or respect, 
cc I should have denied the God, that is above.“ 
The Scriptures contain many references to this 
idolatry. It may be sufficient to produce one 
passage, where the objects of this worship are 
properly distinguished: „they that burn incense 
* to the Sun, and to the Moon and to the Pla- 
„ nets and to all the Host of heaven.” The 
names of their cities, which signify the house, or 
mountain, or image of their Sun, were expressive 
of the adoration paid to this luminary by the 
Egyptians and the Canaanites. This idolatry 
was so general and had taken such deep root in 
Moses time, that he particularly provided against 
it. Though he passes over, in the first chapter 
of Genesis, the creation of angels, without 80 
much as takafig notice of it, he is very exact in 
the creatior\ of the Sun, Moon and Stars, striking 
at the very foundation of Sabe&ism, by represent- 
ing its deities as the workmanship of the true 
God: and having no occasion to provide against 

ö the 
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the worship of angels, it being a much later jn- 
vention, he © repeats what he said of the crea- 
tion of the heavenly bodies, the better to fix 
this notion in his people's minds; that, though 
they are beautiful and glorious, they were 
nevertheless created by that God, who alone 
* is to be worshipped and adored.” * * 

This worship of the heavenly bodies is expressly 
forbidden, and severe punishment is solemnly 
threatened on any who should be convicted of 
it: even that of being stoned to death.” :6 
Hence the glory of having formed them is often 
claimed and as often ascribed to God, as his 
peculiar prerogative. Thou, even Thou, art 
* Lord alone; Thou hast made heaven, the 
% heaven of heavens with all their host, the 
«earth and all things that are therein, the seas 
& and all that is therein, and Thou preservest 
* them all, and the Host of heaven worshippeth 
Thee. 7 
How natural was it, under these circumstances, 
for the mind of a pions Jew to look up to Jehovah, 
under this lofty character, as the Lonp of” 
those Hosrs,” which the neighbouring nations 
blindly adored ! How justly did he announce 


' - ® Young's Historical Dissertations on Idolatry,“ vol. 1, 
1 P- 29-36. : 


$6 Peut. yi. 2, &c, "7 Nchemiah, ix. 6. | 
Of his 
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his purposes under this name ! With what pro- 
priety.aud force dotly it frequently recur in the 
books of the Old Testament! The use of it was 
a warning against idolatry, a declaration of faith 
in the true God, and a summons to adore him 
only. Thus doth the. religion of the despised 
Jews hold forth, in all its parts, and exhibit in 
its current language a truth, which was, other- 
wise, lost in the world; and contradict not only 
the idolatry of the nations of the earth, but even 
the principles of the more enlightened philoso- 
phers: for they imputed. life, intelligence and 
divinity to the Sun, the Moon and Stars.“ 
The words of the Author of the book of Wis- 
dom are very pertinent here: ** Surely vain are 
all men by nature, who are ignorant of God 
« and could not out of the good things that are 
* 8en, know Him that is: nor by considering 
„ the works did they acknowledge the work- 
master; but deemed either fire, or wind, or 
«© the swift air, or the circle of the stars, or the 
«« violent waters, or the lights of heaven to be 
« the Gods which govern the world. With, 
« whose beauty, if they being delighted, take 
« them to be Gods, let them know how much 


* Leland's Advantage and Necessity of the Christian Revela- . 
tion, vol. 1, part 1, ch. 3, p. 88—100, 8vo. edit. Winder's 
History of Knowledge, vol. 1, ch. xii. sect. 1, or p. 168—174. 
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© better the Lord of them is: for the first author 
of beauty hath created them. But if they 
*© are astonished at their power and virtue, let 
*"them understand by them, how much mightier 
* is He that made them. For by the greatness 
and beauty of the creation, proportional the 
„Maker of them is seen. ** This leads me to 
another reflection, namely 

Sdly. What a glorious and magnificent 
conception doth this subject lead us to form of 
the great Jehovah ! His name is the Lorp of 
Hosts.“ They who interpret this title to 
signify ** the God of battle,” or the Lord of 
military force, will, on consideration, perceive, 
that they give a low, and certainly a very con- 
tracted idea of the first and greatest Being: not 

at all correspondent to the design, with which we 
tee, the terms are used in the Scriptures, d 
There the name denotes a supreme, creating 
power; a supreme all commanding providence. 
There it carries our views beyond aud above the 
spacious plains, covered with armed forces, drawn 
up with the pomp and terror of military array, 
through the whole extent of the earth and its 
kingdoms, to the heavens with their splendid 
expanse. Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One 
of Israel and his Maker. I have made the 


15 Wisdom. xiii. 1—5. 


earth, 
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* earth, and created Man upon it : I, even my 
* hands have stretched out the heavens and all 
their host have I commanded.” These are the 
exalted prerogatives included in the name, The 
«Lord of Hosrs.” It implieth that the Hosts 
of heaven derived their existence and amazing 
powers from him: and, consequently it implieth 
his all- controuling dominion, his eternal and 
almighty power. | 
+ Though some Christians may have, inadvert- 
ently, sunk the title ito a level with the heathen 
God of War, they who translated the Old Testa- 
ment into Greek understood it in a sublimer 
sense and appear to have entered into its 
grand import ; for they frequently explain it by 
the word in that language, which signifies, 
Almighty.* 

Let it, then, raise in our minds sentiments of 
profound veneration towards the Being, who 
bears this exalted title The Lord of Hosts“. 
The vast extent of nature is at his command, 
Worlds beyond Worlds exist, in the boundless 
regions of space at his word and feel his perya- 
ding energy. The earth and all things that are 
therein, the seas and whatsoever passeth the paths 
thereof He created and He governs. The Sun, 
Moon aud Stars shine and revolve by his will 


* Tmayaxpalvug. | 
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and power: and all the Hosts of heaven, visible 


and invisible, occupying immense and distant 
regions, were spoken into being by Sn and are 


suhject to his pleasure. 


The human mind is lost in the contemplation 


of this greatness. The human understanding can 
not fathom its depth: nor take a range, by the 


utmost stretch of thought and fancy, equal to its 
amazing compass. We fear: and with astonish- 
ment in the contemplation, we adore the greatness 
which we cannot comprehend. ** Praise ye Him, 
* all his Hosts. Praise Him, Sun and Moon. 
*Praise ye Him, all ye Stars of light. Praise 
„Him, ye heavens of heavens. Praise ye the 
„Lord, all his Hosts: ye ministers of His 
* that do his pleasure. Praise the Lord all his 
„works, in all places of his dominion. Bless 
the Lord, O my Soul. 

Lastly, Let us unite, with the consideration of 
this glorious and awful name, the character under 
which the Gospel particularly delights to repre- 
sent the divine Being: namely, as © the God 
* and Father of our Lord Jesus] Christ” and 


 ** gur Father in heaven.” It is worthy of re- 


mark, that this sublime name, the Lorp of 
* Hosrs, which so very frequently occurs in the 
old, is met with but twice in the new, Testament. 


Once in a quotation from the prophecy of Isaiah: 


Rom. ix. 29. 4 
An 
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and once to awaken the apprehensions of those 
who were guilty of oppression: * Behold,” s8ath 
the apostle James, o the hire of the labourers 
who have reaped down your fields, which of 
you is kept back by fraud, crieth : and the 
*© cries of them who have reaped, have entered 
into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth :” or, of 
Hosts, who is able to punish and more potent 
than the greatest and richest. Since Christianity 
hath superseded the idolatrous worship of the Sun, 
Moon and Stars, and there is no danger that those 
who know and embrace the gospel will be seduced 
into it, this title, which it was expedient and 
important should be often sounded and proclaimed 
to the Jews, hath given place to another ; repre- 
senting not so much the power as the mercy, not 
so much the supremacy as the gracious benevo- 
lence, of God: that of the God and Father of 
«© our Lord Jesus Christ” and © our Father in 
heaven.“ 

This name, indeed, involves in it the idea of 
Supremacy above all earthly and heavenly powers; 
above even the name of Jesus, ** the Lord of all,” 
who hath, otherwise, a name above every 
* name,” but to the glory of Gon, the Faryer. 
Yet, while it denotes supremacy, it chiefly signi- 
fies a relation of kindness and affection. 


20 oh. v. 4. 
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e The Lorp of Hosrs” is a magnificent title. 
% ur Father in heaven, the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ is an endearing, delighttul 
name. The whole face of nature and provi- 
s dence is brightened and illuminated by the con- 
4 sideration, that He who made and governs the 
Universe, condescends to adopt this style.“ “ 
This is not a title, that can be abused to sanction 
destructive war. It begets love and affection to 
all Who are invited to look up with us unto God, 
under this amiable and endearing name. It is 
the basis of universal charity and of joyful devo- 
tion. We are prompted by it, not only to revere 
and adore supreme power, but to love and praige 
the highest benignity and goodness. We think 
of God with deliglit: we approach to Him with . 
affection : we obey him with pleasure as our 


HEAVENLY FATHER, the Gop and FaTHEr of 


our Lord Jesus Christ. Our thoughts are thoughts 

of gratitude. Our language is that of praise to 

the FarHER of MERNCIES: our Gop and FATHER 
in Christ Jesus. Amen. | 

See Simpson's ingenious and elegant "Tract, entitled 

« Thoughts on the Novelty, the n and the Evidence of 

the Christian Religion, p. 26. 
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